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IMPORTANT FROM THE PENINSULA.

The Union Vanguard Within
Five Miles of the

Rebel Capital.

Preparations for an Attack
on the Enemy.

‘Beported Proposition for an
Armistice for Ten Days.

!Declaration of the Rebel Leaders to
S Fight to the Death.”

Generil Beauregard Reported to Be
in Richmond.

-Frightful Btate of Affairs in Richmond
and Petersburg,
&ao., &o.

Fonrirss Mowrow, May 22, 1802,

The steamer from White HHouse this afternoon brings
& barof p gera (rom the headquarters of Gooe-
vul MoClollan's army, which were in proximity to Bot-
‘tom’'s Bridge, over which a portion of the army hus al-
roady pussod, the Second division having crossed the
Clickabomthy st New Bridge, nbout seven miles furthor
ap, and wiihin eight miles of Richmond,

It was rumored that a proposition for an armistice for
#ton days bad boen made by the rebels; but of courss no
such dea conld be entortained.

The adyunce of our army wus nnderstood to be within
Ave miles of the city, to which point the enemy has fall-
en back, with bul a slight movemens to check our un-
ward movement. The sdvance by the way of New
Bridge entars the city on the north side.

The tug Dragon, from tho James river thia morning,
®rings down two very iotelligent citizens from Peters-
burg, who fled from that city yesterday to avold the
presggang under the conscription act. In view of the
important luformatiun which they bring It would not be
proper to make their mames public, Having been
rought $> Commodore Goldsborough, they were imme-
distely sent to Geoeral Wool, and will leave this
morning for General MoClelian’s beadquarters, for
whom they have somo information which they have oot
yot made public. They represont the condition of aflairs
atP g and the ing country as of a most
deplorable character. The sulferings of the poople are
almost beyond cndurance. The scarcity of provisluns
was o great that overything was seized for the army,
and even the soldiors bave bean on half rations for a
woek past, with no prospect of even this supply con.
tinuing for any groat length of time. The rebel army, or
&t lonst a groat portion of it, they represent as doemo.
ralized and dispirited to such an extent that it is only
hold together by tho most rigorous applisnce of military
law, Btill the work of conseription was ’rqr-ln',
and the roads to Richmoud were thronged with
man,old and young, belng driven aleng under strongly
armed guards. They represent that no people in modern
timoes have suffered more than the people of Virginia
are now sullering, every housshold lmnz In mourning,
with the p et of an app hil i They alsy
atate I.hnt Genrll Beauregard lrriM at Richmond on
Tuosday. On being questioned as to shelr sathority for
lhhlw.onul they say shat i was so announced and

toud st P § oo Wodnesday morning, no
-ane doubting the fact.

Jofl. Davis and the military suthorities had declared
their intention fo Jight to the death befors Bickmond; but
sirong suspicicns were emtertained that it was really
&heir purprse Lo abandom the city after a short deleace
at tho works surrounding it.

Large numbers of women and ehildren from Richmond
Bad arrived st Petersburg, who represented the distress
provalling in tho city as beyood deseription. Threats
“were made by the soldiers from the Gulf States thas, if
they had to leave Richmond, they woald lay it In ashos
.before doing 80, Great foars ware entertained-that their
'threat, would be carried into offeet. It would require the
groatest offorts on the part of the citizens to prevent

«such & catastrophe.

The onmber of troopsat Richmond and lo the vieinity
was geoerally Lolleved to bo fully two hundred thousand,
iscluding the unarmed and poorly armed of the recent

‘levies, who were baving pikes put iuto thelr hands for
acklve service,

Deasriors from Fort Darling report that the infantry
foroe in the vicinity of the work is nearly thirty thousand
‘mea,

&e.,

Wasmxaron, May 23, 1862,
Tho lateat advlcos from the Army of the Potumac state
-that General McClollan had crossed the Chickabominy nt
Hottom's Bridge, and that hia headquarters are near Now
Bridge. Preparations for an attack are being made.

ADVANCE OF THE GRAND ARMY,

Our Armny Correspondence.

Baviimons Cuoss Roars, Yl,, May 17, 1862
“Couch's Di in (he Ad A B and

Colliriin—0Only Sixteen Milesfrom Richmond, de,
Gen. Couch, in obediesce to an order 1o feel the snemy
-on the Richmond road, towards Ballimore Crosa Roads,
yoaterday advanced, with five rogiments and two bat-
teries, to & point within sixtecn miles of Rickmond,
drove in the eneémy's plekets, and routed bis rear guard
of eavalry. This bold advance was made entirely with-
~ont losg, and Conch's division last night bivouackoed near
Laltimore store, in the extreme advance, on the road to
Richmond., Orders had been given that groat ean.
tion sbould bo observed in the advance, as there
was every possibility that the enomy would dis-
pitte the way and briug on o general action. Every pre-

~caution was therefore taken to make doubly sure the

assurance of our entire realdiness lor sny evest. Far in
advacce of tho artillery and lnfantry went o company of
the Fighth Nlinols eavalry, with all the dash and swag,
geor of eavalry every whero, and that company proved, in
roality, to bs tho sensation organ with which we ‘ifolt
the enemy.'' Not the leas admiralle, however, wore the
disponitions, behind, of the several regiments, which—
nina for tie conership—we cannot name,

Wood afler wood was passed ibrough with
all proper care. We were evidently scross
tlhis Inxio threshold, and it becamo us (o be
on the alert. W svon found the usual felled trees thag
indieato the approach to all the ecnemy's strong pincoa,
and progeutly felt the way ioto & magnificont feid,
whore, a8 wae subxequently learned, the rebels lad in.
tonded to give baitle, They glwe us battle in o faire
-open Geld ! OF eourse they thoughs boiter of i, and
ware nob there, Yo we did not know it st the time, and
our fores was drawll up in Hoe of battlo, se sbown I the

Limg yand we walled in tary sodicipation of
thels appearanco, whilo the cavalry poshed on as a
Sturther challenge. - 8L they catne nol.

Toward moon Liswteunnt Emith, with a squad of
aboul twonty men of the Eighth Tilinols ecavalry
came on & portlon of the rebel rear guard near s house
at Paltime ro Cross Roads, and obarged them at onos
They leddnto the wood beyond In & hurry; but two
were et off—a privato aud the adjutant of the regiment,
Lioutennm Smilh, ahead of hin men, rushed upon the
adjutaut, who wont around the house, but fired as he
wenl—a noar ahos, but just a mise, from our gallani
Lieutenant. Smith lired simuitancensly, and his the
“rebiol's horee, but not 8o &g to bring him down. During
“this gallant exchange the private rushed npon Emith to
divort attention and save kis ofteer: but the officer lefh
dhim, and as Smith's next barrel eowered him hs sur-
conderod. From him wo learned bat hm regi-
mont was Fitzhugh Lee's (late Stuart's) Virginis
ansralry, and formed part of the rebel rear guard. The
brave young follow asked It he had not done his duty,
and folt proud st Lisut Bith's scknowiedgment
thint be hind.

Immodistely after this captore Lisutennnt Smith ob.
sorved that the emomy's regiment seomed 10 boonn
cirguls through the woods to his right, and les! they
should eut him off, an (ke rond they were ou came into
the main rosd behiind him, be fell baek on the lnfantey,

Tlis proved to be In the immediate Loighbo ool of

some force of tho evemy, snd we agrin aatcipated a col.
lision ;but it carao not, and towards night our el wore
pushed cn sud wo occupied all the ground that had bean
gooe over.

GENERAL COUCH'S BB ONNOISFANCE AND ADVANCE,

Caxr Freresx Mixa rRou Ricuxoxp, May 10, 1862,
Our Onward Movement—Our Army as It Js—The Sick and
the Medical Depariment—The Stats Physcians, de.

Colonel Russcll, of Massachuselis, yesterday reeon-
noitered towards the railroad bridge on the Chicka-
hominy with one company, and establishod satisfac.
torily that aboust one hnodred feet of thas structare had
been burned, and that the remainder—baetween five and
six handred foot—was in good condition. Fleo was fired
upon by the enemy's skirmlahers,on the other side of
the stream, and had one man wounded. Atdaylight this
wmorning Major Harlow and Captain Holman, of the
same regiment, wens to Bobtom's Bridge,and found it
blown up.

the clutchos of the rebels. Lioutenant Colonel Morris,
Iate of the Sevonteonih regiment New York Voluntleers,
Las been appoi 10 Lbe ool y of the regiment.

All the membors of one of owr brigades bave been
furtiished with new * loggins.™ This new und Lasteful up-
Voudage of dress gives an lmproved sppearnuco w Lhe
men,

As T close Intelligence has come in that our sdvance
has passed Bottom's Bridge.

Baimmgons Cross Roaus, Va, May 21, 1863,
Our Movemenis Onward—St. Peter's Church—A  Recone
nobsance and a Skirmish—Panic in Richmond .

In the progress of the march of the army towards
Richmond, this corps ta now within twenty miles of that
city. We are eucampod to-day on the spot whero, three
days ago, thirty thousand rebel troops lay upon their
arms, Thelr camp fires wore still burning when our ud-,
vauce came up. They retreated acress the Chickabomi

Rebel Speculutions as to the Utility of
Gunbouts in the Attack on Richmond.
[From the Richmond Examiner, May 19.]

The time has passed when Richmond could be taken
by gunboats. Allthough much work remains to be done
on the fortiflcations w reader them socure from laod
actack and slege operations, it may be rogarded as one
cortain thing, thal the enemy will nos ascend the river
lll"ﬂ.‘l‘ 'nnpulluon of Drury's Blufl possosses &

y to be ived by those who
bave not llnod upou k. ho gume of Joug taw is possible.
Tne turn of the river thas brings ihe boats lo sight is
only s hundred yards distant. The biufl is a high
ridge or comb. To shell even an uncaseipented batiery
there from any distance would be & didiculs, If pob jw-
possible, operation, The river I8 not & hundred yards

‘wide, and the entire banks appear Lo have been created

for tho expreas ase of sharpshoolers. 1f we cannot stop

ny over the Long Fridge and Bottom's Bridge—the
former flve miles southwest of here, the latter six miles
west of this place. I visited yesterday altersoon the
venerabie St. Petor's cburch, two miles uortheast of
here, and four miles southwost of the White Houge. It
is remarkable as belng the church in which Gen, Waah-
Ington was married. The edifice is etill in a good state.
of preservation. In the graveyard attached %o it are
the tombs of some of the most distinguished personages
in early Virginia. Mostof the inscriptions are in Latin,
nasrly efficed by time. One of them is a wile's wribute
of affection to the memory of a departed husband, the
purport of which is tho quaint declaration that “‘a small
piece of marble cannot coniain the record d his many
virtues.”

One of our generals went out witha tering

tho Yankoos thore we had just as well give up all idea of
#elf-defence.

But when only thres eannon were in position the plee
was too strong for the Galena, the Monitor, and fivo other
crack vosscls. Nome of them were able to test the
sirengih off the obstructions in the chanoel, for the Ga-
lepa alone, the heaviest irom clad vessel of the United
Etates navy. dared Lo come within two hunired and
fifty yards. Here she soon got enocugh, was helped off
by bor comrades, and none of them will be likely to re-
occupy her place.

Without a landarmy of suficient force 0 surround
and overcome the Confedersle troopé who defend the
place, it s impregoable. Twodeductions may br made
from the late aflair in the James. Firsd, that gnnboats
mmﬂnihﬁmm-nyihﬂ‘wm sufficiontly

party yosterday to the Long Bridge, over the Chicka-
hominy. The cavalry In the advance came up with
the rear guard of the enemy, and s little skirmish en.
sued, in which no one was hurt en our side. The snemy
appear to be Insome force on the south side of the
Chlckahominy. On the way back to cagnp we fell in
with a regular secesh farmer, He waafrank and apps-
rently honest, and his family lives oo his farm, within
our linca. Ho gays he has been acoustomed togo to
Richmound to market every week, and went last weel as
usual. He describes the excitement, consternation and
alarm that prevall there as existing to such an extent
08 to utterly interrupt business of all kinds. Bo many
families wers leaving tho city that it seomed to him that
ths city was being deserted. Ho could see no other in-
dication of fortiflodti d Rick d than the
line of low earthworks within a mile of the city deserib-
ed in wy letter of yosterday.

Wmrs Hovss, ‘l{ly 22, 1803,
General Stoneman’s Column in Force at New Bridje—

The Enemy’s Pickets in Chickahominy Swamp—They Are

Been in Furce Beyond the Cresk— Probabilily of o Despe-

rats Fafile—Richmond Papers of the 19th insf.—Shir-

mishes af e Bridge—Names of the Killed and
Wounded, do,, de.

The advance of the grand army now occupies a stretch
of country bordering on the Chickshominy swamp,and
at’an averago distance of ten miles from the city of
Richmond,

Irode oud yesterday to the Unlon pickets at New
Bridgo—or ratharjthe site of the New Bridge, for the
rabels burned it at daylight on Tucsday—and witnessod
some brisk skirmishing between the Bixth regiment of
dragocns (regulars) and a force of rebel Infantry
that fought from their ambush in a swamp. Baving re-
| connoiterad through the whole country on this side of
the Chickahominy, Genernl Stoneman determined to push
to Now Bridge, and determine the characterof its de-
fences, if moy, and the force of the enemy iu the
viclnity.

Tho firsé brush ocourred a4 an old mill, two miles
from the croek, when a dragoon wes wounded and his
borso shot dead. Ab ten o'clock on Myamof
infantry was sent to e itre, and they p d
the woods to the verge of tho swamp. Six mounted zen
were here sclected to advance through the swamp by the
New Bridge road and discover the whereabouts of ths
opposiog skirmishers. They galloped forward in gallant
style, conscious thet & moment would seal the fate of
some of them. Directly, midway of tho reeds and slime,

We are therefore within twelve milea of Rich d
with anarmy of oli soldiers; for old soldiers our men
now are. They have ncquired, in the few past months
of notivity, the habits of soldier life more than would
soem possible. They can and do make thomselves coms
fortable under almost any cir¢umstances, and they stand
fire liks salamanders. More are (1l than ought to be,
than need to be, or than would be, if the madical admin-
istration of the army kept pace with the other depars-
maots. Those who are simply unwell—unfitted by
some trivial derangement for s day's march—are now
lost to the army; for they must be sent back long
distances to permanent hospitals or to gities,
and, In many cases, are well befors they
reach their destinatiwn. Then thoy are sent on
after their regiments, and swell the army of stragglers
that now follows the Army of the Polomas all along m
line of march. '. pass table and sband
houses everywhere. lLess Lban twelve yards from whore
1 slept 'ass might—a damp eight, with dew heavy as
rain—there lay a soldier on the ground,nearly dead with
typhoid fever. Thors was a plonsant and comfortable
house with fireplaces within pistol shot. This praten-
tious respoct for the rights of the inhabitants is n cruel
and criminal farce.

“ Contraband" intelligence represents that there is
bat n ama!l force of rebals co the Chickahominy; hat
they bhave some artillery,but thst Richmond itself is
all fortifcatioas.

Owur division, you may be aware, has been detached
from its old commuand, and is in the advancaon the right.
Whether this was done because the trqups that our com-
manding goueral bad trained were thought the enly
ones worthy to Jead in any direction, or whethor it is a
aign that the corps arrangement is to be rellnquished, 1
cannot say. Genaral MeClellan exjressed eatire satis-
faction with what had been done.

I'hysieians sent down al Bialo expense to assist in the
army aro onn of thoss pecullar humbugs that are the
more despicable b they imp upen g0 good a
phase of our common human nature. [f Abe State
authorities Lave some favored doctors whom they want
to send upon pleasant excursions st tlie public exponse,
wocan't object; but let them not send them to the army
and publish that they do good. TlLey do no good. They
come down and run around to soo sighte, Luot up haod.
some operations for practice in gunsbot wounds, and go
home. Tho nrduous dutles of an army surgeon Lave
never yet boca lightened by any of these gentry.

TossTars's Sramox, May 20, 1862,
We Move OneeA Fine Localily and a Pine Parolee nera)
Mayruder 8 Sovanl— Yorkt-wn Garvisoned , de.

The order comes tomight fur our corps to marchin
the morning. Ia conjunction with othier troops we are
to push farther toward Richmond. Whether we shan
soo o fight befure seoing the rebol capital remains 1o be
acen. Cannonading heard an hour before sunset in th,
direction of the Chickahominy revives hope that some
of the enomy are still lingering beiwoen bore and thers,
and that a passage at arms with the rebel foe 18 not alto.
getlier a forlorn hiope. The heavy gun Oring I8 supposed
to be an attack on Genoral Stoneman's cavalry and fly-
ing arullery, who are out in that directlon on & rocon-
nowEAnCe,

Our eamp ground ie & beautiful one; and wera It not

ts at Rick 1 1 foel
um Glnorﬂ !Iu( tellan would net order such & brief
sajourn. We are completaly environed by hills, and the
water (s most excellent—a feature of camp 1ifo that s
the mare appreciated and eujoyed from the length of
time tho men have boen obliped to drink miserable sur.
face watar. On the higheat Lill are the headquarters of
General MoClollnn, from whose summit & fine view is bad
of all tha troops bere. The genaral who has just
1of G L Fitz John Porter's ol divi.
sion had the entire division o on evening dross parade
to-night. A single call of the bugle ealled each regiment
from ita eamp. Geoveral MeClellnn and stafl viewed the
parade. 1v wan a boantiful and imposing sight——tho lines
of regimonta covering the plain, 8o many bands playlog
Ineongort, nod the gleam of the fashing swords and
bayoneta in the evening sunsel,

We bave long Lad the coschman of Jefr Davie:
We have now one of the pegro servania of
Genernl Mogrudor, The Iattar oame within our
lines toslay. He got disgnated with working
for the rebel commander,and thonght ho would try
Unlon servios for a change. Tho bulk of tho robel army,
he snys, has gons cn to Pichmond, but whethar they
will stand theis or elsewhers, or what (hey will do, ha
Is unrable to give any Wformation. Accoriling to lis
slory Genoral Magruder s sick, and his troops have
gone down James river ta City Folnb le siop oor gun-
hoats, Gencral Johneton and the matn boay of the rebel
nrmy are in our Cront,  Jalt, Pavia, he has 14, has takon
log bail and fled for parts unknown ., The Ninoty.third

regimont New York Volunicers, has besn eant fo garrl.
san Yorktown, Thin I 1o resimont whess eolinal ard
mijery i will be remumbored, some tiue ago fell ke

from bebiod a clump of cedars, & squad of rebels rose up
and fired into their faces. Corporal Jobn Venner, of the
Sixth cavalry, regulars, Company A, fell dead; James
Brennan, Company A, was pierced through the back by
a musket ball that glanced into his chin, struck out his
teeth and cut his lip open; Wm. Dixon, of she same com-
pany, was badly wounded, and the horses of two dra.
goons killed. The wounded men and the survivors re’
treated; but the infantry pressed on, drove ocul the
enemy and recovered the body.

Contrabands gome through the enemy’s lines from
Richmond coustantly, and give much Information as to
the designs, force and spirit of the rebels, Jefl. Davis ls
still in Ricbmond. The enemy lle in immense force from
the borders of the cresk to within thres miles of the
city. They sppear to bave no formidable fortifications,
but assert that they will 8o cut up our troops that they
will nover get across the Chickahominy Lo return. Great
censternation existed in Richmond, and most of the lead-
ing peopis had moved back of the city to await the issce
of the battle. Cuarious bandwritings continued to be
placed en the doors of the eilizens, and the pows-
papers were calling for the execution of tho in-
cendiaries, The Eramine of Mooday—ol which
18 a copy—bitterly nssails tho administration, and
adviges Mr. Davis to mount his horse and lead the armie
of the confederacy, rather than proclaim frequent fast-
ings and days of prayer. Mr. Davis, saysthe .lh-l‘a
lins just been confirmed in the Episcopal church.

Oar army i8 sgain (o motion this morning. Cars are
running over & part of the railread botweon the Pamun-
key and Chickahominy, and pontoons, mortars and life-
boats are some of the iostrumoentalities of death that we
sop around and about us, The country betwoen heail-
quarters and New Bridge Is woody, well watered, and
breken into ridges. The roads are good and favorable
to the passage of artillery and commissary teams.

All fagts point to a desperate batile when our troops
pass beyond the Chickahominy; thouch the rebels have
boasted before that they meant lo fight, and bave after
warids retreated.

Richmond papers of Saturday have been received heres
and eontain an assuranes from Jeofl. Davis that Rlchmond
shall net be surrendered without a battle. The Virgiuls
troons, wo have rellably ascertained, have determined

} ito throw somsthing Ithnmlutlmupn

with respeet to tho late mystarions visit to Richmond
uf Count Mercior, tha French Minwster at Washington,

It appoars that, on leaving Richmond, Count Mercier
had no soonor ranched Norfolk than he committed des-
putches addressed to his governmont Lo An express
steamer iying off Norfolk, by which thay were hasti'y
couvered Lo & war steamer at New York, which was al-
ready under stoam, and, bhaving been boarded by the
express boat, immediately started for Franeo.

The singular axpodition of inis transsction, and the
alr of importance given it bya bar of cir 4

Rhenmatism, Scerofuln, Old Ulcers and
all disrases of the Hood. —MYATT'S LIFE lum -8
moss corialn remedy for thoss Qi Who e
audering the mont brlurfng ins, f-mnmbnrqr.‘n\ s fow
downs of this powerful, vasant comipiund, will affore
corigln pelief, Tho cses have becn oursd and
pubsisiied in the Harald and o'b o ppads. Toose cortiion bol
ars from well known eltizons. who can be wevn and oo
sulted st auy bour. Priscipal depol, 300 Grand strece.

One Dollar Clothes Wringers, Just Ba-
tonted ; \lrrlnt‘l beautilully, wd ks any Luh. Addroga, cmw
closing one dullar, llruu n onl, 67 Boulh siros
uy . N B.— , and Baonls wan
in rvery town.,

bad tod | n the foreige tjpluwn
cirele in that eivy.

We are poaltively assured that, on the return of Count
Morclor to Washington, the British Minister had deputed
his Becretary b0 proceed Instantly te Annapolis and take
& stoamer therd for Norfolk, en roufe to Richmond; sod
that tho Danisk Consul had also guddenly left oo an ex-
pedition to this city,

Tho linpresmion was that Count Mercior had taken an
advantage in his mysterious trip to Richmond, of which
event the Washington government was wholly unadyised,
and bad laid the foundation of & trealy between France
and the Southern confederacy.

On the return of Count Mercier to H'uhlnstcn ho was
called upon for an explanation by the federal govern-
mens, through the polite medium of an invitation from
Mr, Beward to give him an interview. The interview
lasted some eight hours. The Count had landed at the
navy yard from a French steamor which bad her port-
bolea open.

These faota and olrcumstances are obtained from what
is supposed to be an undoubtedly reliable source of In-
fermation; and we leave our readers to make thelr owa
conjectures, without risking any of our own, further than

tion in

them. Secondly, that Richmond must be id

bereafier as an interior inland town, not sttainabl
the paval force of the enemy, to be fought for and de-
fonded , lost or won, by the operations of the army slope,
Indeed, when the history of this war is reviewed it
will be tound that the chisl service the enemy has gotten
from his gunboats has been to frighten bad ofMicers and
woreo broops inte surrendering positions which they
might have continued to hold. Nowbere have the gun.
boats effected either real damage or extensive slaughter.
Port Royal was taken by the heaviest shipsin the navy
coming up in deep wuter. At Donelson the gunboata
were smashed; at Island No. 10 they did no harm: at
Drury’s they wore beaten by three guns.  Fortunately
those guns had the crew of the Merrimac to work :hum,
ana mot Yuhoos, ig of di und
and miiltary business.

Davis Inclines Toe Much to Fasting and
Prayer to Bult Bome of his Subjects.
[From the Richmond Examiner, May 19.]

The President proclaimed last Friday to be a day of
officlal peayer and roliglous ceremony, and it was 8o ob.
served. The dopartments were closed, and the necessary
work of this trying period was brought to a stand still
for twenty-four hours, Never has any one year seen so
many of these affeirs. J2 i1 hop-d tha! the lalestis the last
The country bas had quite enough of them. Religion is the
sentiment of individuals, not a matter of military order
or formal injunction ; and though it is well that a govern-
ment should pay proper respect to the religious cere-
mony, that bas been dote and overdome by the confoae-
racy. Intruth, these devotional proclamations of Mr.
Davis have lost all good effoct from thewr repoti-
tion, are regarded by the peaple as either cant or evi
dence of menial weakness, and bave becomo ire fopic of

G raflection "with intelligent men. Piety s estl-

le; but energy, tommon sense, impartial justice,
courage and industry are alio qualities very useful to
rulera aud to nations. It is to the diligent employment of
the faguities God has given us that we ebiain His
blesaing, and not by vain and affecied supplications.
When we find the President standing in a corner telling
his beads, and relylng on & miracle to save the conntry,
tnstead of mounting his horse and pulling forth every
power of the government lo defeat (he enemy, the effect is de-
pressing in he extreme. When the rhip spriogs aleak the
eflicient eaptain doss pot order all hands to prayers,
but to the pumps. The sume newspapers that are
burdened with the evacuation of Norfelk announco thag

- President Davis has just been “confirmed’ in the Episcopal

church. Perhaps the authority of an eminent divine in
that chiurch may have wolght with him. His name was
Muhlenbarg, and one Sunday in 1774 be closed his last
sarmon with the words, that there was *'a time for all
things; a time 1o fight, ana that time had mow come.’
Having pr 4 & benodiction, he deliberately pulled
off his gown and appeared Defore his astonished eongro-
gation in complote uniform. Then, descending the pul-
pis, he ordered the drums at the church door to beat for
rocruits. His reglment was the first erganized for the
Coctinental service; and botih his example and his doe-
trine, that “there i3 a time for all things," may be
well recommended for the coosideration ef all conside-
rats persons.

More “Handwriting on the Wall."
DEFACING PPOPERTY.
[From the Richmond Examiner, May 19.)

The citizens of Richmand bad their patriotism sheeked
again yestorday morning by treascuable writings ap-
pearing on the walls and publie piaces of the city. We
are 0ol of those who see in thess devices the evidence of
the existonce in our midat of & feeling in sympaiby with
the sentiments thersin set forth; but rather look upon it
as the malicious work of soms lawless characters, who
Should be arresied by the police and made to pay for
thoir mischievous deings under the laws, by the imposi-
tion of a fine for the defacement of public property.

Thers may be a trajtorous design in It, but we do not
believe it. Still the thing may work evil by augmenting
o weak minds the excilomsnt which present events
naturally excite in all minds, For this reason citizens
would be justified o visitieg upon any one found so
mesnly engaged summary punishment, sudden and se-
vers, on tho spot. Let the midnight *“chalkers' look
out, whoever they be, whether secroi foe In our midst,
or mischief makers at isrge. There Is vengeance slesp-
ing for such, and it may full when ot looked for.

Umnion Prisoncrs (Civillans) Sent Somuth.
[From the Richmond Examiver, May 10.]
Gowe BoutH~A number of pl'llnmmlnn in wari.
ous places about town on charges of being sples, traitorsr
&e., were] last Thureday morning shipped to Saulsbury,

if Richmond falls, not to leave their own State, Diseen.
slons exjst among the border State troops and the trooph
from the Gulf States, The lattor are accused of having
no rogard for the interesis of Virginia, and s member of
the Third South Carolina, as we soe by am order pub-
lishied in the Dispaleh, was recently cashicred for insult.
ing his superior officer—'‘Specification 2. Saying, in an
abusivo manner, that Virgin:ans were more cowardly than
the damned Yankees,"

Meantime our arm¥ is united and confident. Thoir
regard for McClellan amounts o positive worship, The
Genoral will procead cautiously, leaving no avenus open
to defeat; and T am sure thut we shall ocenpy Richmond
beforo anotbér fortnight. The Pamunkey is now flled
with abipping, and munitions of every description are
arriving by thousands of tons daily. The army has been
rapldly advanced within the past two days. We are
on the eve of our greatest struggle.

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM RICHMOND,

i i S g

The River Batteries.
[From the Richmond Examiner, May 10.]

Everything has boen quiet at the river batteries mince
Thursday last, the enemy's gunbosis pot having made
their appearance since the sngagement of that day,

In is the opinion of officers of skill who bave made a
recomnolssanes al Drury's Blufl that the position possesses
nnnmber of oxtraordinary advantages, which make R
touable agninst all the enemy's aunbmtn that can be
brought agaiust it. Ono derable nd agn = that, "
owing to the sinuosities of Lhe river and the conformaticn
of the banks, the snemy must find it Imposnible to engage
the batteries sl A distance over six hundred yards, and
that, therefore, o foars need be entertained of long
rangs artillery.

Wo learn that there is great neod ai the battaries of
negro labor. Thers were few negross employod thers
yeatorday ovening, while our soldiers were tolling In
liiting beary timbers and In all sorts of arduous and
ansultable work.

Movements of Gon. Johnston's Division.
© [¥rom the Richmond Examiner, May 19.)

Ganeral Johnston's forces have tow ocoupied a lne in
the vielnity of Lighmond %o a8 to eover the (river) bak-
terion from any land abtack.

Wa,of course, do not entar Into any detalls of the ro-
eont movement of Genaral Johuston's forces, bayond the
peneral statament that 1t s snpposed to have contribnted
i the satety of the elty of Rlchmond,

Everything bas bean quiet on Gencral Joanston'n line
sinen thelr rocent movemant, with tha sxcoption of an

umimportant eavalry ckirmiah st Debtom's Boidgo,

whigh we gullvred uo loss,

North Carol Those confined in Henrico county jail,
an, being taken out preparstory to being sent tothe
Southern cars, ioformed the jallor thal it was well they
wors nol left a day longer,as they would in the next
twonty-four hours have gotten ont. On examina.
tion it was found that two of the prisoners—8&tan®
ton and another—had, with broken pleces of crocksry,
dug aholo twelve feet deop through the floor of Lheir
eell, passing entirely under the walls of the jail. Af the
Provost's office Stanton told Alexander he expeeteld fo have
the pleazure of cfficiating as Jack Kech for him in less than
@ week.

Proceedings of the Virginia Legislature
on the 17th.
[Frem the Richmond Examicer, May 19.]
DEFENCRE OF RICHMOND,

Mr. Wyxwn offored & resolation, as follows:—
TRezolved, by the Genoral Assembly, That the Governor
he, aha be is hereby, anthorizod and requasted to use
mh means as, in his judgment, he
to placn obstructions in the tox
rivers, in additien to thoee in the said rivers, erected by
the Confedorato rwemuut und that for the further-

anow of this obj( he be authorized to Impress men and
;«'{n“ml, and that this resclution be noted upon without

Mr. Axornsox, of B t, #aid be thonght this move
waa very impol It was proposed, by this y

to sel our military gonerals aside, and give General
Letcher sway. (Laughter.) [e thought this was s
bigh-Landea move.
A YERY WISE TRECAUTION.
The House agread to a alight | of Lho Senal
the Flouse bill authorizing a tomporary chauge in the
government in cortain contiogencies.
"KREPING UP CONFADRERATR NOTES AT PAR.
Mr. Omuiaix offsred the follow ing resolubion:—

Resolved, That the select committes just appointed
ulre nm the y of reporting a bill making
It pumishable by imprisonmont to refase Confederate
notes in ment of any existing deby, or for the pur.
whase of any articles, -dlath of such refusal
p-tpu1n;|unym¢uumm——sm.un’

ﬁ&mhﬂlm&uﬂierwdm
special commitioe,

The Houss having been ealled to order, Mr. Asnensow,
of Bototourt, presonted the roport of the esmmittos,
which em- raced the original resclution of Mr. Anderson,
and no additional resolution, instrucling our Senators
and ropr ivas in Cong W end 0 prosure
the passage of & bill making Treasary fotes of the Con-
fedorate States a lognl tender,

The resclutions wore passed. Yeas, al; nays, 24,

That Mysterions Visit of the Freuch
[ Minister,
(From the Richmon ] Ke @ ave, May 10.)
Wo bave svng ourious sond itoreaiing  lalolliesnoe

the negative opinion that the visit of Count Mercier to
vy Rich d was somothing more than s diplomatic recon-
nuissance.

Arrival of Rebel Prisoncrs at Boston.
Bosrox, May 23, 1862.
The steamor Rbhode Island, which arrived hore from
New Or to-day, brings forty passengers, principally
fiicers of the Confedorate navy,captured ai New Or-
leans.

MAILS FOR THE PACIFIC.

ORI SR R
The Uniom Advance In Virginia=The
Evacustion of Fort Wright—The Latest
News from the Armies in the South.
west—=Development of Union Feellng
in North Carolina=The Impending At-
tack on Mobile—=Map of the Scemne of
Action=important Proclamation of the

Preslilent=The Latest News, &e., &e.

Tho mail steamship Ariel, Caplain Junes, will leave
this port to-day at noon for Aspinwall,

The mails for Contral America and the South Pacific
will close at Lalf-past ten o'clock Lhis morning.

Tue Nxw Yorx Heniip—Edition for tho Pacific—will
be published at half-past nine o'clock this morning
It columns will eontain:—The Iatest advices in re-
gard to the Movements of the Army of Gen. McClellan
towards Richmond, Va.; Official Reports of the late ac-
tion in James river between the Rebel Batteries and the
Uvion Gunboats; An t of the E tion of Fort
Wright, on the Misalssippi, by tho Rebels; A siatemont
of the Impending Attack on Mobile by Com. Farragut's
Fleet, and a Description of the City and its Fortifleations,
accompanied with a Map showing the Scens of Operations;
Latest nows from the Armios in the Southwest; Interest-
ing account of the Development of the Unlon Feeling in
North Carolinn, and all important news relative to the
Progress of the War during the past week; Important
Proclamation from President Lincoln promouncing the
Abolition Order of General Hunter ‘‘altogether void;'"
Late and Interesting Intalligence from Europe, aad »
record of all the important evenis of the day.
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